AGENDA
City of Monona Landmarks Commission
Monona City Hall
5211 Schluter Road, Monona, WI
Hybrid Meeting via ZOOM & In-Person
Wednesday October 12, 2022
4:30 PM
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC MEETING
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be conducted as a hybrid meeting via electronic
videoconferencing/teleconferencing and in-person. As such, it is likely that some or all members of, and
a possible quorum, may be in attendance via electronic means and not physically present. In accordance
with Wisconsin law, the meeting will remain open to the public. The public may still attend in person at
the location stated in this agenda. Upon reasonable notice, the needs of disabled individuals will be
accommodated through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service,
contact Alene Houser at 608-222-2525.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes of August 10, 2022
4. Appearances
5. Unfinished Business
A. None
6. New Business
A. Discussion of Draft National Register Nomination for 110 Henuah Circle (Justin Miller –
UW Milwaukee)
B. Discussion of Possible Land Acknowledgement Prior to Landmarks Commission
Meetings
C. Staff Updates
i.

National Register Nomination Update
i. Educational Event – Postponed until Spring 2023
ii. CLG Grant Update

ii.

Updates/Discussion on Springhaven Pagoda and Frank Allis House

iii.

Updates/Discussion on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Efforts

iv.

Updates/Discussion on Sustainability Efforts

D. Landmarks Commission Updates Regarding Ongoing Projects
7. Upcoming meetings – November 9, 2022 and December 14, 2022
8. Adjournment

DIRECTIONS TO ATTEND MEETING ELECTRONICALLY
You may attend via videoconference by downloading the free Zoom program to your computer at
https://zoom.us/download. At the date and time of the meeting log on through the Zoom program and
enter Meeting ID: 869 9595 5350.
You may attend via telephone conference by calling the following phone number:
PHONE NUMBER: 1-301-715-8592 / MEETING ID: 869 9595 5350, FOLLOWED BY #
Please Mute Your Phone When Not Speaking To Ensure Best Possible Audio Quality.
NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals
through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Alene
Houser at (608) 222-2525 (not a TDD telephone number), FAX: (608) 222-9225, or through the City
Police Department TDD telephone number 441-0399. The public is notified that any final action taken at
a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant to the City of Monona ordinances. A suspension of the
rules may allow for final action to be taken on an item of New Business. It is possible that members of
and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in
attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information or speak about a subject, over which they
have decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above stated meeting will take no
action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. Agenda Posted
10/05/2022 on the City Hall, Library, and Community Center bulletin boards and on the City of
Monona’s website, mymonona.com.

Draft Minutes Subject to Approval
MINUTES
City of Monona
Landmarks Commission
Wednesday August 10, 2022
Chair Radermacher called the meeting of the Monona Landmarks Commission to order at 4:30 PM.
Present:

Chair Teresa Radermacher, Ms. Branda Weix, Mr. Rick Bernstein, and Ms. Rebecca
Holmquist

Absent:

Ms. Anne Wellman, Mr. John Chapman, and Ms. Peggy Michaelis

Also Present: Douglas Plowman, Planning Director
Approval of Minutes
A motion by Ms. Holmquist, seconded by Mr. Bernstein, for the approval of the minutes of June
8, 2022 carried with no corrections.
Appearances
None
Unfinished Business
A. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding 2022/2023 Commission Work Plan
Planning Director Plowman presented this agenda item to the Commission. The intent is to
organize projects for the Commission and assign project leads for each item. The National
Register Educational Event was discussed, with the goal to meet in late September or early
October. This will include discussion of eligible National Register Properties, as well as the
potential Frost Woods Historic District. Ms. Weix and Ms. Holmquist agreed to lead the
promotion within the Homeowner’s Association, with paper mailings and electronic promotion
planned. Further promotion will occur at the September 11 Frost Woods social event. Mr.
Bernstein suggested direct outreach to individually eligible properties so they are also aware of
the event.
The Commission discussed short-term projects, including cleaning the local landmark plaques.
Mr. Bernstein raised the cleaning methods that should be used, and Ms. Weix suggested a
spring 2023 cleanup after the winter months instead. Mr. Bernstein highlighted the Monona
Mound, and asked if it was a local landmark. Planning Director Plowman will investigate the local
landmark list and share with the Commission. Chair Radermacher moved onto the International
Style Home project. Mr. Bernstein suggested that rather than a white paper it could be a good
idea to create an interactive webpage instead. The Commission discussed properties to focus
on, and Ms. Weix suggested a walking tour showcasing the properties.
Future CLG grant opportunities were briefly discussed by the Commission. Planning Director
Plowman purposefully didn’t allocate a lead for the project, instead leaving it as a placeholder.
The intention is to potentially apply for 2024 grant funding based on the interest in a Frost
Woods Historic District.
A motion was made by Ms. Weix, seconded by Ms. Holmquist to approve the 2022/2023
Commission Work Plan with the suggested edits.
The motion carried unanimously.
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B. Discussion and Review of CLG Grant Deliverables
The Commission discussed the draft landmark map that was prepared as part of the CLG grant
process. The map includes local landmarks as well as educational information about National
Register nominations. Feedback included adding the newly nominated National Register
properties, copy edit changes and some revisions to the map. City Staff will share these edits
with the Consultant and have them incorporated into a final version.
New Business
A. Staff Updates
i.
National Register Nomination Update
The final materials for 110 Henuah Circle were shared with City Staff. The consultant
will be invited to an upcoming meeting to run through the nomination with the
Commission. Planning Director Plowman is wrapping up the CLG grant funding and
working through eligible items that relate to the Frank Allis House.

ii.

Ms. Holmquist suggested the Commission stop calling the property at 4123 Monona
Drive by the name San Damiano. The suggestion was for the Landmarks
Commission to use the name when the property was nominated. There was a
broader discussion of changing the name Citywide and how this could be achieved.
Updates/Discussion on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Efforts
Ms. Holmquist shared that people of indigenous origin also raised the naming of the
property at 4123 Monona Drive property and that they would prefer the name San
Damiano not be used in the future.
Ms. Weix asked if the City of Monona had any form of land acknowledgement, and if
they do, suggested that the Commission could possibly start their meeting with this.
The Commission discussed a top down versus Commission up process for this.

iii.

Alder Radermacher updated the Commission on the National Night Out event on
August 9. She commended the change in approach and strong community focus.
Updates/Discussion on Sustainability Efforts
Ms. Holmquist raised the industry push for sustainability within architecture. Alder
Radermacher suggested a further discussion of the intersection between historic
preservation and climate action. She also shared that the City is hiring an Assistant
Planner who will be City Staff lead for both Landmarks and Sustainability.

B. Landmarks Commission Requests for City Staff
Mr. Bernstein asked for an ongoing update on both the Springhaven Pagoda and the Frank Allis
House. He spoke to Alder Wood regarding the Pagoda and the debris or fill in the base on top of
the spring. Planning Director Plowman will discuss this item with Parks Director Anderson.
Upcoming meetings
Upcoming meetings are scheduled for September 14, 2022 and October 12, 2022
Adjournment
A motion by Ms. Holmquist, seconded by Mr. Bernstein, to adjourn carried. (5:52 PM)
Submitted by,
Douglas Plowman, Planning Director
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NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 10024-0018

Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92)

United States Department of Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900A). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
Willard and Fern Tompkins House
historic name
N/A
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number
city or town
state Wisconsin

110 Henuah Circle
Monona
code WI

county

Dane

code

N/A
N/A
025

not for publication
vicinity
53716
zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant nationally
statewide X locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

DRAFT
Willard and Fern Tompkins House

Dane County

Name of Property

Wisconsin

County and State

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that the property is:
entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register.
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.
See continuation sheet.
removed from the National
Register.
other, (explain:)
Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as
as apply)
X
private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
X

building(s)
district
structure
site
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property not part of a multiple property
listing.)
N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources
in the count)

contributing

noncontributing

1
0
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0

buildings
sites
structures
objects
total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National Register
0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
MODERN MOVEMENT/International Style

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
Foundation: concrete
Walls: wood
Roof: synthetic

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for the National Register listing.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
_A

B

XC

D

Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.
Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Period of Significance
1937

Significant Dates
1937

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:
A

owned by a religious institution or
used for religious purposes.

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked)
N/A

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

Cultural Affiliation

D

a cemetery.

N/A

E

a reconstructed building, object, or
structure.

F

a commemorative property.

Architect/Builder

G

less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Beatty & Strang, architects

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Wisconsin
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Name of Property

Wisconsin

County and State

9. Major Bibliographic References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous Documentation on File (National Park Service):
preliminary determination of individual
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National
Register
previously determined eligible by
the National Register
designated a National Historic
landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property:

Less than one

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1

16N
Zone

309691
Easting

4769931
Northing

2

3
Zone

Easting

Northing

4
Zone

Easting

Zone Easting
Northing
See Continuation Sheet

Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By
name/title
organization
street & number
city or town

Justin Miller, architectural historian
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Cultural Resource Management
P.O. Box 413
Milwaukee

state

WI

date

August 8, 2022

telephone
zip code

414-229-3078
53201

DRAFT
Willard and Fern Tompkins House

Dane County

Name of Property

Wisconsin

County and State

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)
name/title
organization
street & number
city or town

Matthew Aro
110 Henuah Circle
Monona

state

WI

date
telephone
zip code

August 8, 2022
608-204-7464
53716

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16
U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service,
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects,
(1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503
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Willard and Fern Tompkins House
Monona, Dane County, WI

Introduction
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House was built in 1937. With its flat roofed cubic massing, its
horizontal bands of windows, and total absence of ornamentation, the Tompkins house is an
outstanding local example of the International Style. The Tompkins house was designed by the
Madison architectural firm of Beatty & Strang, a partnership that is recognized today as master
architects in the state of Wisconsin for the inventive and progressive modern houses they designed in
the 1930s and early 1940s.
Setting and Site
The Tompkins house is located in Monona, a suburb of Madison, Wisconsin. The present-day City of
Monona developed out of early twentieth-century subdivisions nestled along the southeast shore of
Lake Monona. The Tompkins house is sited in a residential neighborhood located near the point where
Winnequah Road bends to follow the shoreline of Wiicawak Bay, a small inlet at the southeast edge of
Lake Monona.
The Tompkins house is located at the southern end of Henuah Circle, a cul de sac lined with single
family houses on large, irregularly-shaped parcels. The entire surrounding neighborhood is heavily
wooded, with mature trees and generous landscaping. The Tompkins house is set back approximately
sixty feet from the street and is accessed by a gravel driveway. As it exists today, the house faces away
from the public road, with the garage facing north towards the street and the living spaces located at
the south of the house for sunlight and privacy. The immediate setting around the house consists of
several low shrubs and but is largely naturalistic, with a small lawn and cleared grassy area separating
the house from the surrounding tree cover.
The house was originally located on a larger parcel of land that extended west to Winnequah Road.
The house was located at the east end of the parcel, in a heavily wooded area, and the western portion
of the site sloped down to Winnequah Road. When originally built, the house was probably accessed
by a driveway from Winnequah Road that ran along the north edge of the property.1 At a later point,
after the construction of the current Henuah Circle cul de sac, the driveway access was moved to its
existing location on the cul de sac. The original large parcel was subdivided in 2004, following the
death of the property’s second owner, and the western portion was sold for development. The
Tompkins house remains in its original location and retains its historic landscape and setting of heavy
tree cover.

1

Interview with current owner, based on information provided by longtime neighborhood residents. Although historic
aerial photographs exist of the area, the heavy foliage cover makes it difficult to identify the original driveway
configuration.
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Building Description
Exterior
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House is roughly T-shaped in plan and consists of two distinct flatroofed volumes: the two-story house portion, consisting of two offset rectangular masses; and the onestory garage portion, square in plan and fitted into the rear crook of the house. The garage is set
approximately three feet below the first floor of the house, and the flat roof of the garage forms a porch
and sundeck accessed from the stair landing inside. The building has a concrete foundation, walls clad
in cypress siding with metal trim and coping, casement and fixed windows arranged in horizontal
bands, and flat roofs clad in synthetic membrane. The overall massing of the house has a sculptural
quality, and each façade is carefully composed, with offset wall planes combining with precisely
aligned horizontal elements (parapet edges, flat porch roofs, window heads, etc.) to create complex,
asymmetrical compositions.
The north elevation faces Henuah Circle. This elevation consists of the projecting one story garage, a
two story volume at the left side of the elevation, and a recessed second story wall and porch above the
garage’s flat roof. The garage, like the rest of the house, is clad in wide cypress siding with beveled
corners and a wide exposure ranging from seven to ten inches. The siding forms a continuous skin that
wraps the entire building. The historic siding was restored in 2019 and portions that were deteriorated
or damaged were replaced with cedar board with the same exposure, bevel, and grain patternn. The
garage has two three-leaf overhead wood doors; the upper two leaves of each door contain a
rectangular fixed window. The garage doors, like all openings on the house, have minimal trim and
narrow metal flashing. The current garage doors were restored in 2019 based on the original
construction drawings. A modern exterior light fixture is centered above the garage doors. The exterior
walls of the garage extend up past the flat roof to form parapet walls for the sundeck above. The
parapet wall is capped with painted sheet metal coping.
The north half of the garage’s flat roof is an open sundeck. The south half contains the second story
porch. The porch has a flat roof supported on a plain porch beam and three thin square posts. A small
drainage scupper is located in the center of the roof, and a rectangular downspout is located along the
face of the center porch post. The underside of the porch roof is clad in painted plywood panels and
contains a surface-mounted floodlight fixture. The north wall of the house beneath the porch contains,
from right to left, a group of three casement windows, a wood door with a single rectangular light, and
a small casement window. This casement window is located just above the level of the roof deck. Its
unusual placement utilizes the offset floor levels between the house and garage to allow light and
ventilation into a small first floor powder room. The windows and door, like all the openings on the
house, have minimal trim and thin metal flashing at the heads.
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The left part of the north elevation consists of the two story volume of the house, corresponding to the
kitchen on the first floor and a bedroom on the second floor. Each story contains two casement
windows arranged in a horizontal band and located at the outer corner of the elevation. The band of
windows “turns the corner” in each story, and within each band of windows, the structural corner of
the house is marked by a plain square post. The elevation is capped with the same painted sheet metal
coping as on the garage roof parapet. This same coping detail continues on all four elevations of the
house.
The main entrance to the house is located on the west side and is accessed by a concrete walk that
leads along the side of the garage to the entryway. The west elevation consists of the one story garage
with second story porch, and the two story volume of the house. The west side wall of the garage is
blank, and the second story flat-roofed porch is visible. The wall of the house is pulled back from the
wall of the garage approximately four feet to allow space for a flat-roofed entry porch. The porch has a
concrete stoop with four steps, a simple railing with two horizontal rails, and a single thin square
column in the corner. The porch roof is located precisely at the same level as the top of the garage
parapet wall and continues the horizontal compositional line. (Though not visible from the exterior,
this compositional line also corresponds precisely to the level of the second floor inside.) The main
entry door has four horizontal panels, the top of which contains a single light. In the second story, three
casement windows are centered above the entry door. At the right of the west elevation, there are two
rectangular basement windows; a band of six casements in the first story; and a shorter band of four
casements in the second story. The first and second story window bands turn the corner, and like all the
corner windows in the house, the structural corner is marked by a simple square post. The heads of the
second story window bands are precisely aligned with the top of the flat roof of the second story porch.
The south elevation, from left to right, consists of the first and second story porches; the projecting two
story volume of the living room and primary bedroom above; and the secondary volume of the kitchen
and upstairs bedroom. This secondary volume is offset and the chimney is visible in the crook. The
projecting two story volume contains a single rectangular basement window, a band of two taller
casements in the first story; and a band of three shorter casements in the second story. Both bands of
windows, as mentioned previously, turn the corner from the west elevation. The secondary volume is
set back approximately eleven feet and contains an exterior entry door leading to the dining room in
the first story and a band of two shorter casement windows that turn the corner in the second story. A
small square exterior light fixture is also located to the right of the entry door.
The east elevation contains the most fenestration and consists, from left to right, of the two story
volume of the living room and primary bedroom; the two story volume containing dining room and
kitchen with bedrooms above; and the one story volume of the garage. The wall of the living room
portion is blank and is set back approximately eleven feet from the main portion of the west elevation.
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An exterior chimney of buff brick is located along the exterior wall of the living room. The chimney
rises above the level of the flat roof and contains three clay flues. The projecting main volume of the
house is the most heavily fenestrated of all the elevations. At the left corner is a first story band of five
taller casements and a second story band of four shorter casements. The second story window band
turns the corner. The first story band of taller casements does not turn the corner but is placed at the
outside edge of the elevation for visual continuity with the rest of the house. Near the center of the
elevation is the kitchen entry door with a single light. Two shorter casements are located to the left of
the door, and two similar casements are centered above the first story windows in the second story.
The right corner of the elevation contains a band of two shorter casements in each story; each band
turns the corner and has similar structural detailing to the remainder of the house. A modern louvered
vent is located to the left of the first story band of windows. The wall of the garage is recessed
approximately nine feet behind the wall of the house. The garage wall is blank except for a wood entry
door with a single light. This door is located at the extreme left of the garage wall and is precisely
placed to align with the regulating lines of the second story porch on the garage sundeck. A rectangular
scupper is located near the right side of the garage wall with a rectangular downspout.
Interior
The interior of the house contains the living and dining room, kitchen, powder room, and small entry
hall in the first story, and three bedrooms and bathroom in the second story. The basement, as
originally designed, contained a recreation room, laundry room, photography darkroom, and storage
space.
The combination living and dining room is a generous L-shaped space with parquet wood flooring,
plaster walls, and narrow painted wood baseboard trim. The living room portion measures
approximately thirteen feet by twenty-three feet with a built-in bookcase on the north wall and low
built-in shelving along the south wall. The east wall contains a fireplace set flush into the wall with a
simple face brick surround and a tile hearth. The dining room area is connected to the east side of the
living room and measures approximately thirteen feet by twelve feet. The south wall of the dining
room contains an exterior entry door, and the north wall contains a built-in buffet and a door leading to
the kitchen.
The kitchen has plaster walls and cork flooring. The original historic flooring had been replaced with
vinyl sometime in the 1970s, and the current cork flooring was installed around 2019 by the current
owner as more historically appropriate material. The kitchen retains all of its original built-in cabinetry
units, although the original historic countertop was replaced sometime in the 1970s.
The entry hall contains a small coat closet, stairs leading up and down, and a door leading to the small
powder room. The powder room is lit by a small casement window located near the ceiling (placed to
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take advantage of the difference in levels between the garage roof and the first story of the house.) The
powder room also retains its original sink and chrome medicine cabinet. From the entry hall, three
steps lead down to a landing with a door to the garage. The staircase continues down to the basement.
At the other end of the entry hall, three steps lead up to a landing, then the staircase turns and continues
up seven more steps to another landing which contains the exterior door leading to the exterior sundeck
above the garage. The staircase is lit by three casement windows. From the landing, three more steps
lead to the upstairs hall. The hall gives access to the full bathroom and three bedrooms. Each bedroom
has a bank of built-in wardrobes and hardwood floors, plaster walls, and narrow baseboard trim and
window and door casings.
The basement contains a recreation room beneath the living room; this rec room has linoleum floors
and a fireplace. The walls are partially paneled with knotty pine. The remainder of the basement is
largely unfinished and consists of storage and laundry spaces. Opening off the east wall of the
basement is an underground well room with poured concrete walls, concrete floor, and a structural clay
tile roof. The well room originally contained a well and water pump for the house before municipal
water service was installed.
Integrity
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House retains an extremely high degree of integrity in all of the seven
recognized aspects of integrity (setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association.) The house retains its original heavily wooded, suburban setting. Although the original
parcel size has been reduced, the setting retains the same tree cover and vegetation that has always
surrounded the house. The house retains its distinctive International Style design and composition,
with no alterations to the exterior or interior. The house retains nearly all of its original materials
(including the exterior siding and interior finishes and trim) and any non-original materials (windows,
siding patches) are in-kind replacements based on the original building drawings and specifications
and match the originals in scale, materials, and finish. The house retains excellent workmanship, with
all of its original construction details including the beveled siding corners, simple window casing and
flashing, and vented roof details. With no additions or alterations, the house continues to convey its
feeling of an architecturally progressive International Style house.
Summary
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House was built in 1937 in a distinctive International Style design.
The house’s primary character-defining features include its cubic massing with flat roofs, its banded
windows that turn the corner, its wide cypress siding cladding, its efficient floor plan, and its minimal
interior finishes. The house is in excellent condition and retains a high degree of integrity.
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This nomination recognizes the depth of human presence here, the ancestral homeland of American
Indians for millennia, including the Menominee and Ho-Chunk tribes. From as early as the 17th
century, inter-tribal conflict, Euro-American exploration and settlement, and ensuing military
campaigns all had the effect of repeated displacement of Indians of many tribal affiliations. This
continuous tribal movement resulted in Wisconsin being home to many tribes who originated from
other parts of the country, generating a pattern of immigration, relocation, and formation of a new
homeland. Some of these tribes remain in Wisconsin; others may not, but numerous count Wisconsin
as home: Brotherton, Dakota, Fox/Meskwaki, Ho-Chunk, Kickapoo, Mascoutens, Menominee, Miami,
Munsee, Odawa, Ojibwa, Oneida, Potawatomi, Stockbridge, Sauk, and Wyandot tribes. We
acknowledge that the property that is the subject of this nomination is located on land long occupied
by American Indians, and since 1850 by the Ho-Chunk, Fox/Meskwaki, and Sauk tribes.
Introduction
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House, built in 1937, is locally significant under National Register
Criterion C in the area of Architecture as an excellent and well-preserved example of an International
Style house. The house’s cubic forms, banded windows, lack of ornamentation, and precise
composition exemplify the mastery of the International Style for which its architects Hamilton Beatty
and Allen Strang are recognized. The period of significance for the Tompkins house is 1937, the year
of its construction.
City of Monona
Located on the eastern bank of Lake Monona, across the lake from downtown Madison, the presentday area encompassed by the City of Monona was inhabited by different groups of Native Americans
for thousands of years before Euro-American settlement. Evidence of these Native American cultures
remains in the form of several significant conical, linear, and effigy mound groupings (three of which
have been listed in the National Register of Historic Places). The most recent Native American groups
to inhabit the area included the Fox/Meskwaki, Sauk, and Ho-Chunk, the latter of which continued to
maintain a presence in the region through the early twentieth century.
Monona’s earliest Euro-American settlement occurred in the late 1830s with additional settlement
continuing through the 1840s.2 During this period, the area was part of the expansive Town of
Madison; however, in 1850, the Town of Blooming Grove was formally established to include the
southeast shore of Lake Monona as well as the northern half of Lake Waubesa to the south. The 1850
federal census recorded the new township’s population as 291, with a mix of foreign-born (primarily
immigrants from Norway, Germany, and Ireland) and American-born residents with the latter group
2

“Historic Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society, historicbloominggrove.org/historicblooming-grove-township (accessed March 26, 2021).
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including a significant number of settlers who had relocated from New England states.3 The vast
majority of these settlers were engaged in farming, and agriculture would remain the town’s primary
industry through the remainder of the nineteenth century. Despite its firm agricultural foundation, by
1870, summer cottages had begun to appear along the Lake Monona shoreline, indicating the area’s
growing appeal as a summer destination with steamboat access from downtown Madison. The
lakeshore’s appeal was further enhanced in 1879 by the construction of the Tonyawatha Springs Hotel
which was able to accommodate up to 100 guests. Although the hotel was destroyed by fire in 1895,
its presence helped spur the growth of additional development.
In the early twentieth century, developers began to lay out new residential subdivisions along the Lake
Monona shoreline. These new subdivisions were often carved out of nineteenth-century farmland or
on newly-created land where shoreline marshes had been dredged and filled.4 The houses built in these
new subdivisions illustrated popular architectural styles of the time, with bungalows and Tudor
Revival styles especially prevalent.5 One of the new subdivisions, however, soon became known for
its collection of houses in the newly-emerging International Style, largely due to the influence and
popularity of one architectural firm.
The Frost Woods subdivision (originally called Frost’s Woods) was platted in 1929. Frost Woods was
one of several Madison suburbs and subdivisions that saw substantial growth in the 1930s, as
Madison’s population grew by nearly 10,000 people. Frost Woods was more architecturally
progressive than other suburbs, particularly those on the near west side of Madison. In the early 1930s,
husband and wife architects Hamilton and Gwenydd Beatty designed two houses in Frost Woods that
would established an architectural precedent for other houses in the neighborhood. The first of these,
completed in 1931, was a plain stucco box with a circular lakefront porch. It recalled the
contemporaneous work of Swiss-French architect Le Corbusier, for whom Ham Beatty had worked –
and it was also the very first International-style house in the state of Wisconsin.
Over the next decade, Frost Woods became popular with University of Wisconsin faculty. Ham
Beatty’s father was the head of the English department, and family and professional connections led to
more commissions for the Beattys, many of them in the similar International Style. The Frost Wood
homeowners’ association recognized the progressive appeal of the Beattys’ Modernist houses, and
even encouraged “exterior designs in harmony with the exteriors of houses already erected in the
immediate locality.”6 Frost Woods gained a bit of architectural notoriety for another Beatty-designed
3

“1850 Federal Census – Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society,
historicbloominggrove.org/1850-census (accessed March 26, 2021).
4
Haines, Monona in the Making: History of the City of Pride, 1938-1975, 8, 25.
5
Monona Landmarks Commission, City of Monona: Its Heritage and Landmarks, 52–53.
6
Architectural Record, November 1941, 70.
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house in 1936. Ham Beatty and then-partner Allen Strang designed a house for Marcia Heath to be
built in Nakoma, a “country club” subdivision on Madison’s near west side. Beatty and Strang’s
Modernist design was too radical for that community of tasteful Colonials and Tudor Revivals,
however. As related in a weekly social column in the Wisconsin State Journal:
“…Ham designed a modern house for Miss Heath and Miss Heath was just about to
have it built in Nakoma when a howl went up from certain Nakoma residents.
What! Have that horror built in their practically perfect suburb? Have that monstrosity
of modernity stuck up alongside their fine old English manors? Nothing doing!
ABSOLUTELY nothing doing! And they even went to court about it and had a few
lawsuits…with the result that Miss Heath had to build her house in Frost Woods.”7
Beatty, Beatty and Strang eventually designed sixteen Modernist houses in Frost Woods (in addition to
other buildings in more traditional styles), including the Willard and Fern Tompkins House, subject of
this nomination, designed in 1937. Due in large part to the “liberal, educated, and economicallysheltered environment” of the neighborhood, Frost Woods is recognized today as having the largest
concentration of International-style houses in Wisconsin.8
Throughout the 1930s, the Frost Woods neighborhood, along with other neighboring subdivisions,
were still outside of the Madison city limits, in the Town of Blooming Grove. Residents of the
lakeside subdivisions began to call for municipal services like police services, garbage pickup, and
road plowing and maintenance. The majority of the Town of Blooming Grove, however, was still
largely rural and made up of large farmsteads. In 1938, after much debate and a failed zoning attempt,
residents of Monona voted to split from the Town of Blooming Grove and incorporate as a village
with a population of 1,100.9
By this time, Monona Drive had emerged as the village’s primary thoroughfare, coinciding with U.S.
Highway 51 and linking Madison with Monona and communities further south. The years following
World War II saw a major boom in the village’s population so that by 1960, Monona was noted as the
fastest growing community in Wisconsin with a population of over 8,000. A corresponding boom in
residential housing construction meant that the vast majority of houses in the village were constructed
between 1941 and 1960.10 As the City of Madison also continued to expand in the post-war years,
7

Cass, Betty, “Madison Day by Day,” Wisconsin State Journal, Feb. 20, 1938. The Heath house also was published in the
February 1938 issue of Architectural Review and cited as an example of an excellent small modern house.
8
Filipowicz, 70; Weisiger, Marsha, Buildings of Wisconsin, University of Virginia Press, 2017, 470.
9
Haines, Monona in the Making: History of the City of Pride, 1938-1975, 25–28.
10
Intensive Survey of Historical and Architectural Sites: City of Monona. Prepared by Mead & Hunt for City of Monona
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increases in through traffic along Monona Drive – then coinciding with U.S. Highway 51 – spurred the
construction of a new route for Highway 51 that would bypass the heart of the village and instead skirt
along its eastern edge. With the completion of the new highway in 1950, the rerouting of through
traffic allowed Monona Drive to further develop as a local shopping area with numerous small
businesses opening along its length in the 1950s and 1960s.11
The early 1950s also saw a proposal by the City of Madison to annex the Village of Monona when it
announced that it would no longer allow Monona students to attend its high schools in exchange for
the tuition that the Village had provided in previous years. In response and after months of debate
over the annexation issue, Monona and the remaining Town of Blooming Grove formed the
Blooming-Grove Monona Village Union High School District, and the Village of Monona voted to
remain an independent municipality.12 As a further measure of its independence, the village was
granted its first full-service post office in 1964.13 With a population of more than 10,000 residents,
Monona was incorporated as a city in 1969.14 Although some additional residential and commercial
growth occurred in the 1980s, any substantial expansion was prevented by the encroaching growth of
the City of Madison which had expanded to surround Monona on all sides by the mid-1980s.
Today, Monona remains a sought-after place to live. Its historic lakeside subdivisions, like Frost
Woods, are distinctive and attractive; and the houses there – like the Willard and Fern Tompkins
house, subject of this nomination – remain a visible reminder of the community’s progressive
architectural heritage.
Property History
Willard Tompkins (1902-1983) was born in New Brunswick, Canada, and grew up in New Hampshire.
Willard attended college for two years, and by the late 1920s, he was living in Madison. Fern Curwen
(1909-1946) was born in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin. She attended the University of Wisconsin in
Madison, living with her aunts Bertha and Tillie Schuetz, who ran a boarding house on Regent Street.15
Fern married Willard Tompkins in 1930. After graduating with a music degree in 1932, Fern taught
piano and vocal lessons. The couple lived at various rented apartments on the east side of Madison for
the first few years of their marriage, and Willard worked as a salesman and at a typewriter shop before
(July 2019), 4.
11
Dorothy Browne Haines, Monona in the Making: History of the City of Pride, 1938-1975 (Monona, WI: Historic
Blooming Grove Historical Society, 1999), 46-47.
12
Haines, Monona in the Making, 51-53.
13
Haines, Monona in the Making, 68-69.
14
Haines, Monona in the Making, 68-69.
“Historic Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society, historicbloominggrove.org/historicblooming-grove-township (accessed March 26, 2021).
15
1930 census.
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beginning a job as personnel manager at the Oscar Mayer meat packing company around 1933.16
In November 1936, Willard and Fern purchased just under three acres of land from Lillie Johnson
north of the Frost Woods subdivision. Johnson owned much of the land in Frost Woods and worked
with the Frost Woods Company to promote and develop the subdivision. Although Willard and Fern
Tompkins’ parcel was located outside of the officially platted area of Frost Woods, the deed of sale
from Lillie Johnson carried a covenant requiring that the parcel was “conveyed subject to the
conditions of the Frost Woods Homes Agreement” – one condition of which encouraged International
Style houses.17 It remains unclear whether the Tompkins wished to build a house in this new
“modernistic” style and intentionally purchased a lot in the progressive Frost Woods area, or whether
their choice of architectural style was dictated by the location of the parcel they bought.
The specifics of how the Tompkins selected Beatty & Strang to design their new house also remain
unclear, although by the mid-1930s, the architects were well known as Madison’s leading designers of
International Style houses. Beatty & Strang’s design for the Tompkins house (the 37th commission for
the duo) incorporated all the firm’s trademarks: an economical floor plan, pragmatic window
placement, and a flat-roofed cubic massing. In January 1937, Willard and Fern took out a mortgage
for $7,500 with the Provident Building and Loan Association.18 The house was constructed over the
course of 1937, with local builder John C. Wilken acting as general contractor. Local plumber Forrest
Badeaux and electrician Alex Williams also worked on the house, and supplies were provided by the
Mautz Paint & Varnish Company.19
Several minor differences exist between Beatty & Strang’s design drawings and the house as
constructed. In the band of windows in the living room, two casements were substituted for Beatty &
Strang’s specification for a wider fixed window. An underground well room, with concrete walls and
structural clay tile roof, was built onto the east side of the basement; prior to municipal water service,
the property had its own well. The basement darkroom specified on the building plans was never built
out and instead served as storage space. The design of the exterior chimney was also modified from the
drawings and was built with a gently sloped side and conventional chimney cap, rather than having a
rectangular profile and racer stripes at the cap as drawn by Beatty & Strang. Apart from these small
changes, the house as built was nearly identical to the plans, even down to the built-in cabinetry and
16

Madison city directories.
Warranty Deed on file at the Dane County Register of Deeds, vol. 378, pg. 588, doc. #590761, dated November 25, 1936.
18
Mortgage deed on file at the Dane County Register of Deeds, vol. 457, pg. 124, doc. #592172.
19
Information on builders obtained from a subsequent construction lien filed by Alex Williams in March 1939 for the
unpaid amount of $153.70. The lien also names the Tompkins, the Provident Loan and Building Association (holders of the
construction mortgage), and Lillie Johnson (holder of a mortgage on the parcel). Lis pendens on file at Dane County
Register of Deeds, vol. 81, pg. 411, doc. #617617.
17
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bookcases.
Willard and Fern’s new house was most likely completed by the end of 1937. Their first child,
daughter Patricia, was born the same year. After they moved to Frost Woods, Fern worked as a music
teacher at the local Nicholls School, and Willard continued working for Oscar Mayer. Both were active
members of the Masonic community; Fern was involved with the Eastern Star Monona chapter, and
Willard served several terms as Worshipful Master of Hiram Lodge, No. 50.20 A second child was born
in late 1939 but died in infancy, and son Tommy was born two years later.21 The 1940 federal census
suggests that Fern’s aunt Tillie Schuetz (whom Fern had lived with while attending college) also lived
with the Tompkins. The family had a combined yearly income of $2,232, and the house and property
were valued at $10,000.
Fern Tompkins died suddenly in June 1946, at age 37, when she and Willard were visiting her sister in
Taylors Falls, MN.22 In the two months after her death, Willard settled the mortgages on the house and
land, resigned from his job, sold the house, and moved to New Hampshire with the children in
September 1946.23 Willard would later remarry in New Hampshire and daughter Patricia later married
and lived in Madison.
The second owners of the house, George and Frances Drescher, purchased the property in August
1946. George died in 1950 and Frances lived in the house until her death in 2002. Fran made virtually
no changes to the house, with the exception of moving the kitchen sink to install a dishwasher, and
installing new kitchen countertops and flooring sometime in the 1970s. In 2004, the original parcel was
subdivided into two parcels. The new western parcel, fronting onto Winnequah Road, was sold for
development, and the eastern parcel, containing the house, was purchased by the current owner. The
current owner has preserved and restored the historic features of the house, leaving it virtually identical
to the way it looked when Willard and Fern Tompkins commissioned it in 1937.
The International Style
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House is being nominated to the National Register as an excellent
example of the International Style of architecture. The International Style had its roots in Europe in the
1920s, reached its greatest popularity in America in the 1930s, and evolved into other Modern and
Contemporary styles following World War II. The International Style was consciously ahistorical and
20

Wisconsin State Journal, Dec. 5, 1944, 2.
“Willard Tompkins’ Infant Son Dies Friday,” Madison Capital Times, Dec. 2, 1939, 3.
22
Wisconsin State Journal, June 11, 1946, 3.
23
“Tompkins Moves to New Hampshire,” Wisconsin State Journal, September 1, 1946, 7; mortgage deeds on file at Dane
County Register of Deeds, vol. 595, pg. 354, doc. #731051 (Provident Loan and Building Association, paid and discharged
Aug. 21, 1946); vol. 595, pg. 355, doc. #731052 (Lillie Johnson, paid and satisfied Aug. 22, 1946.)
21
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avoided any references to past architectural styles or movements; an architectural style wholly
“independent of specific materials, sites or cultural traditions.”24
A defining moment for the style came in 1932, when Henry-Russell Hitchcock and Philip Johnson
published The International Style: Architecture Since 1922 to accompany an exhibition at the Museum
of Modern Art in New York. Hitchcock and Johnson articulated three principles of the International
Style: “emphasis upon volume – space enclosed by thin planes or surfaces as opposed to the suggestion
of mass and solidity; regularity as opposed to symmetry or other kinds of obvious balance; and, lastly,
dependence upon the intrinsic elegance of materials, technical perfection, and fine proportion, as
opposed to applied ornament.”25 In practical terms, these principles translated to flat roofs; abstract,
boxy massing; and smooth and uniform wall surfaces. The treatment of windows was a key element of
the style, with several devices used to reinforce the effect of volume, including windows arranged in
horizontal or vertical ribbons; windows that “turn the corner;” and minimal exterior reveals or trim.
The earliest European architects who developed the International Style included Walter Gropius and
Mies van der Rohe in Germany; J.J.P. Oud in the Netherlands; and Le Corbusier in France. (Hamilton
Beatty, one of the architects of the Tompkins House, the subject of this nomination, worked briefly in
Le Corbusier’s office in Paris.) The International Style spread to the United States in the late 1920s in
the works of Viennese architect Richard Neutra and Swiss architect William E. Lescaze. The style
gained additional visibility when other influential European architects began emigrating to the United
States as well, most significantly Walter Gropius, Mies van der Rohe, and Marcel Breuer, all of whom
fled Germany in the mid-1930s.26 In the Midwest, the 1933 “Century of Progress Exhibition” in
Chicago showcased modern stylistic and technical innovations.
Despite the visibility and influence of European Modernist architects, the International Style remained
less common in American residential design than in Europe, with landmark American examples being
mostly limited to high-style houses in affluent suburbs in California and the Northeast.27 Scholars have
proposed two interrelated causes for the International Style’s lack of appeal with American
homebuilders. Firstly, in the decades between World War I and World War II, historicist and period
revival styles were more popular with clients and architects for a variety of reasons. The International
Style carried connotations of socialist European housing projects, making it too foreign, too modern,
24

Weston, Richard, Twentieth-Century Residential Architecture, (New York, NY: Abeville Press, 2002), 52, quoted in
McAlester, 620.
25
Barr, Alfred H., Jr, “Preface”, in Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Jr. and Phililp Johnson, The International Style: Architecture
Since 1922, (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1932), 13. Barr, an art historian, was the first director of the
Museum of Modern Art, assuming that post at age twenty-seven when MoMA was founded in 1929.
26
McAlester, 620-621; Whiffen, 251.
27
McAlester, 620.
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and too undemocratic for some American tastes.28 Secondly, the rise of the International Style
coincided with the collapse of the banking system during the Great Depression. Most residential
construction during this period was financed by the Federal Home Owners Home Loan program, and
conservative bank loan officers tended to prefer traditional designs, rather than progressive Modernist
designs, as safer investments.29
Madison architects Hamilton and Gwenydd Beatty and Allen Strang were the earliest as well as some
of the most significant designers of the International Style in Wisconsin. Beatty & Strang’s design for
the Willard and Fern Tompkins House, the subject of this nomination, embodies the key principles of
the International Style. The Tompkins house consists of two flat-roofed cubic volumes wrapped in a
single continuous cladding material. The house’s windows are arranged in horizontal bands and many
of them wrap around corners as dictated by internal room layout or external views. Neither the plan nor
the exterior elevations are symmetrically composed, but rather utilize balanced massing and carefullycomposed window placement to import a sense of order. The house lacks any applied decoration, with
only minimal trim around doors, windows, and roof coping; instead, the wide cypress siding, the buff
brick chimney, and the precise composition of each façade give the house its distinctly Modern
appearance. These character-defining features make the Willard and Fern Tompkins House an
excellent example of the International Style of architecture.
Beatty and Strang, Architects
The architectural firm of Beatty & Strang specialized in the design of low-cost International Style
houses in the decade before World War II. Concentrated in the suburban neighborhoods of Shorewood
Hills and Frost Woods (now the City of Monona), Beatty & Strang’s houses represent a new and
progressive approach to residential design that is today recognized as part of the beginning of modern
architecture in America.
Hamilton Beatty (1907-1992) was born in Madison, Wisconsin, where his father, Arthur Beatty, was
an English professor at the University of Wisconsin. Ham (as he was known throughout his life)
expressed an early interest in architecture. Following his graduation from high school at age 16, Ham
was admitted for a year as a special student to the Bartlett School of Architecture at University
College, London. Ham returned to Madison, where he enrolled at the University of Wisconsin. While
there, he met Allen Strang, an engineering student, who was a member of the same fraternity as Ham.
Ham completed a degree in English (following his father’s wishes) in 1928 but spent summers
working in the architectural office of Frank Riley, who specialized in period revival-style houses in
Madison’s affluent suburbs.30
28

Filipowicz, 15.
McAlester, 548-549; Filipowicz, 7, 60.
30
Filipowicz, 12.
29
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Following his graduation from the University of Wisconsin, Ham returned to the Bartlett School in
London for additional study. He married fellow architecture student Gwenydd Chewett in 1929.31
Around the same time, Ham worked briefly for the Radio Corporation of America (RCA) designing
sound equipment for movie theaters in France and Belgium, but was fired in late 1929 following the
stock market crash. Ham and Gwen’s progressive ideas on architecture led them to Paris, where Ham
worked as an unpaid designer in the architectural office of Le Corbusier between 1929 and 1930.32
Ham and Gwen Beatty returned to Madison in late 1930, an inauspicious time to be young architects
without firm or clients. The Beattys, like many architects, spent the next several years thinking and
writing about new architecture and planning, including conceptual designs for several architectural
competitions. Ham and Gwen designed three houses between 1930 and 1934, working as partner
“designers” while Ham was pursuing certification from the state licensing board. Their first
commission came from a colleague of Ham’s father, the first of many clients from the University of
Wisconsin English department. The Wright and Edna Thomas house and the Beatty’s own house were
built in the suburban Frost Woods neighborhood (now the City of Monona); the Richard Ela house was
built in another then-suburban village of Maple Bluff.33
These early houses were of concrete block, with “severe rectangular forms […] relieved by irregularlyspaced rectangular openings, characteristic of the detached residences of Le Corbusier.”34 The Beattys
promoted their progressive designs to the architectural press, often baiting publications which favored
more traditional projects. Two of Ham and Gwen’s early projects were published in Architectural
Record in 1932, the same year that the Museum of Modern Art in New York held the “International
Exhibition of Modern Architecture,” a landmark exhibition that formally recognized the International
style. The following year, the Beattys were included in a follow-up show at MoMA titled “Work of
Young Architects in the Middle West,” featuring projects by seven firms that also included Chicago
architects Howard Fisher, George Fred Keck, and Paul Schweikher.35
In addition to their commissioned houses, Ham and Gwen Beatty also designed housing for local
builders and real estate developers and worked on approximately six residential remodeling projects in
31

“Hamilton Beatty Marries English Girl on Sept. 4,” Wisconsin State Journal, Sept. 22, 1929. In her study on the works of
Beatty and Strang, Diane Filipowicz notes that despite marrying, it would have been very difficult for Ham and Gwen to
establish a professional partnership since Ham (as an American citizen) was not eligible for a degree from University
College, and Gwen’s accreditation from the Royal Institute of British Architects would not be recognized in America.
32
Filipowicz, 14.
33
Filipowicz, 14-15.
34
Filipowicz, 16.
35
Johnson, Philip, “Work of Young Architects in the Middle West,” Exhibition Catalog 28, New York: Museum of Modern
Art, 1933.
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the early 1930s. (See Figure 1 for a speculative house that Ham Beatty designed for a local building
contractor.) Ham also worked with the U.S. Forest Products Laboratory in Madison to develop a
prefabricated wood plywood house, a design that published nationally in American Architect and
Architectural Record.36 In 1935, Ham went into partnership with his former fraternity brother, Allen
Strang.
Allen Strang (1906-1996) was born in Richland Center, Wisconsin. He attended the University of
Wisconsin to study engineering but transferred after a year to the architecture school at the University
of Pennsylvania on the recommendation of Madison architect (and family friend) James Law. While at
Penn, Strang spent summers working in in the Madison architectural office of Law, Law, and Potter
and the Philadelphia offices of Paul Cret and Harry Sternfeld. In 1931, Strang’s student competition
project for a museum of modern art was awarded the University of Pennsylvania’s John Stewardson
Fellowship, a travel grant that allowed Strang to spend a year touring Europe, including a residency at
the American Academy in Rome.37
Strang returned to Richland Center in 1933 and opened his own architectural office above his father’s
hardware store the next year. Strang is known to have designed two houses, both classically-detailed
(reflecting his academic training) and both for relatives. In 1935, Allen Strang married Alice Parfrey, a
Carroll College graduate who had taught at the Milwaukee industrial school for girls. The newlyweds
moved to Madison, where Strang went into partnership with his former fraternity brother Ham Beatty,
who, incidentally, had served as best man at Strang’s wedding.38
Hamilton Beatty and Allen Strang established an office on State Street in Madison. Gwenydd Beatty
also was briefly involved in the firm at the beginning. The City of Madison building permit for the
William Day house lists both Gwen and Ham as “Designers; “ and the first official firm commission,
the Robert Fulcher house, credits Gwenydd Beatty as “Associate” to Architects Beatty & Strang.
However, after her participation in these early projects, Gwen had no recognized part in the firm.39
Strang, as a licensed architect, signed off on the firm’s projects until Ham finally passed the state
licensing exam in 1937 (on the third try, with the coaching of State Architect and family friend Arthur
Peabody). Gwen Beatty, without a degree from an American architectural school, did not pursue
licensure.40
The firm of Beatty & Strang, initially called Planning Associates, designed approximately three dozen
36

Filipowicz, 32, 37; American Architect June 1935; Architectural Record April 1935.
Filipowicz, 43-44, 46.
38
Filipowicz, 50; “Alice Parfrey Married to Allen John Strang,” Wisconsin State Journal, Sept 1, 1935, 13-14.
39
Filipowicz, 78-79.
40
Filipowicz, 41.
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houses between 1935 and 1940, many of them clustered in Madison’s lakefront suburbs of Shorewood
Hills and Frost Woods. Their local appeal was recognized when Beatty & Strang were featured in an
exhibition at the Wisconsin Union gallery along with Madison architect William Kaeser. The houses of
Beatty & Strang were noted for their “personal and naturalistic qualities” and their “straight
functionalism and sculptural form.”41 A poll taken in conjunction with the exhibition also illustrated
the progressive atmosphere that helped popularize Beatty & Strang’s modern design. Visitors to the
exhibition were asked to vote for their preferred architectural “style” from photos of seven period
revival styles and one modern style (Georgian, Cape Cod, English cottage, Pennsylvania farmhouse,
Dutch Colonial, New England Colonial, French Provincial, and a house from the Beatty & Strang
exhibit). Thirty-four percent of the visitors preferred the modern style over the historicist styles; a
marked difference from an Architectural Forum poll from the same time, where fifty-nine percent of
responses preferred Colonial Revival and only eleven percent preferred the modern style. A Madison
newspaper credited Beatty & Strang for the higher local popularity of the International style,
concluding that “…Madisonians are at least a generation ahead of other Americans in their acceptance
of modern houses.”42
Recognition of Beatty & Strang’s work was not limited to Wisconsin, however. The firm continued to
have International Style projects published in the national architectural press, including Architectural
Record and Pencil Points. The firm was also included in a “Forty Under Forty” exhibition held by the
New York Architectural League, along with other Modern architects including Eero Saarinen, Edward
Durrell Stone, and Oskar Stonorov. Two Beatty & Strang houses were also recognized internationally
when the Toby Curtis and Marcia Heath (of Nakoma infamy) houses were included in the Book of the
Modern House, published in London in 1939.43
In 1940, Beatty and his family moved to Detroit, where Ham worked as an industrial designer for the
Austin Company, a large construction company that built airports, auto plants, aircraft assembly plants,
and military facilities.44 Beatty remained with the Austin Company for the rest of his career and never
returned to private practice. Strang closed the Madison office in 1942, when he moved to Chicago to
design wartime defense housing for the Federal Housing Authority. After the end of World War II,
Strang returned to Madison and established a series of partnerships with Joseph Weiler, a firm that still
exists in Madison as Strang Associates.
Although the firm was only in existence for roughly a decade, their output established Beatty &
41

“Modern Houses at Union,” Wisconsin State Journal, Mar. 23, 1942, 10.
Ibid.
43
Filipowicz, 132.
44
Beatty quickly rose through the ranks at Austin, eventually becoming president of its international operations and a vice
president in the corportation before he retired. Noted in Filipowicz, 212.
42
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Strang’s reputation as designers of progressive, low-cost, International Style houses. Hamilton Beatty
& Allen Strang are recognized as master designers in Wisconsin by the Wisconsin State Historic
Preservation Office’s Cultural Resource Management in Wisconsin, and Gwenydd Beatty is beginning
to be recognized as one of only a handful of women architects working in Wisconsin prior to World
War II. The Willard and Fern Tompkins house, the subject of this nomination, was designed in 1937
and exemplifies Beatty & Strang’s Modern approach to design, with its site-responsive orientation;
cubic massing; and compact, economical floor plan.
Comparative Analysis
There are thirteen other International Style houses in Monona.45 All but one of these were designed by
the architectural firm of Beatty & Strang (designers of the Tompkins house, subject of this
nomination.) None of the other houses have been listed in the National Register. As noted previously,
the present-day city of Monona (previously known as Frost Woods) encouraged progressive
architectural design in the 1930s and 1940s, with the result that the city has a higher concentration of
International Style houses than any other community in Wisconsin. With its well-preserved character
defining features, the Willard and Fern Tompkins house is a good representative of the typical kind of
modern house built by progressive residents of the Frost Woods community. The Tompkins house is
equal to the other International Style houses in Monona in terms of design and workmanship. In
addition, the Tompkins house retains a higher level of integrity than some of the other houses thanks to
the continued preservation stewardship of its owners. The well-preserved character-defining features of
the Willard and Fern Tompkins House render it an excellent example of the International Style and
therefore worthy of inclusion in the National Register.
Conclusion
The Willard and Fern Tompkins House was designed by the notable Madison architects Hamilton
Beatty and Allen Strang and was built in 1937. The house features distinct cubic forms with flat roofs,
horizontal bands of windows that turn the corners of elevations, cypress siding that gives the house
“the effect of a single volume with continuous surfaces,”46 the absence of any exterior ornamentation,
and a highly efficient, functional interior arrangement of spaces – all elements that embody the
principles of the International Style. These character-defining features have been maintained and
preserved since the house was constructed in 1937, and today the property is in excellent condition
with a high degree of integrity. Because of its significance as an International Style house, the Willard
and Fern Tompkins House is nominated to the National Register at the local level under Criterion C in
the area of Architecture.
45

Information obtained from the Architecture History Inventory, a publicly-accessible database maintained by the
Wisconsin Historical Society, and based on an intensive survey of Monona’s architectural resources completed in 2018.
46
Hitchcock and Johnson, 45.
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Archaeological Potential
The potential for historic period archaeological deposits associated with the Willard and Fern
Tompkins House or with previous historic development on the site exists but has not been evaluated.
In addition, there are two precontact archaeological sites coincident with the subject property: DA0025 (Fairhaven Mounds) and DA-1396 (Yukimarimo site). These sites are panther effigies and
multiple linear and conical mounds. Although there is a high potential for precontact cultural material
at these locations, formal evaluations have not been completed.47
Preservation Activity
The property’s current owner supports the nomination of the Willard and Fern Tompkins House to the
National Register of Historic Places. The current property owner has been a careful steward of the
house and has utilized Wisconsin’s historic homeowners’ tax credit to help preserve and restore the
property. As sponsors of this nomination, the Monona Landmarks Commission hopes to recognize the
unique architectural heritage of the house and to encourage other homeowners, both in the Frost
Woods neighborhood and beyond, to pursue National Register designation.
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Verbal Boundary Description:
The historic boundary of the Willard and Fern Tompkins House is a parallelogram that encompasses
the historic building (the property’s only contributing resource) as well as the associated domestic
space. Beginning at the northwest corner of the property, the boundary runs east for approximately 111
feet along the existing tax parcel line. From there, the boundary runs southeast for approximately 150
feet along the existing tax parcel line. The boundary then runs west for approximately 111 feet along
the existing tax parcel line. The boundary then turns to run northwest for approximately 150 along the
existing tax parcel line to return to the point of origin. All boundary lines coincide with the existing
legal tax parcel which is described thus: Lot 2 of CSM10692 CS63/253 & 255, formerly known as
Assessors Plat of Owen Meadow part of Lot 56 described as Sec 20-7-10 prt SE ¼ NW ¼.

Boundary Justification:
The historic boundary of the Willard and Fern Tompkins House has been delineated to include the
property’s single contributing resource and coincides with the property’s existing legal tax parcel.
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Name of Property:
City or Vicinity:
County:
State:
Name of Photographer:
Date of Photographs:
Location of Original Digital Files:

Willard and Fern Tompkins House
City of Monona
Dane County
WI
Justin Miller
August 8, 2022
Wisconsin Historical Society

Photo 1 of 13: North elevation, camera facing southwest
Photo 2 of 13: North portion of west elevation, camera facing north
Photo 3 of 13: Southwest corner, camera facing northeast
Photo 4 of 13: South (left) and east (right) elevations, camera facing northwest
Photo 5 of 13: East elevation, camera facing southwest
Photo 6 of 13: Second story sundeck and porch, camera facing southeast
Photo 7 of 13: First floor interior, living room, camera facing southwest
Photo 8 of 13: First floor interior, dining room, camera facing southeast
Photo 9 of 13: First floor interior, built-in living room bookcase
Photo 10 of 13: First floor interior, built-in dining room buffet
Photo 11 of 13: First floor interior, built-in kitchen cabinets, camera facing northeast
Photo 12 of 13: First floor interior, powder room, camera facing north
Photo 13 of 13: Second floor interior, typical bedroom built-in wardrobes
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List of Figures
Figure 1: Advertisement for a Beatty & Strang-designed speculative house from the Wisconsin
State Journal, October 10, 1937.
Figure 2: Sketch map of the Tompkins house, August 2022.
Figure 3: Floor plan and photo key, August 2022.
Figure 4: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: west elevation.
Figure 5: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: north and south elevations.
Figure 6: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: east elevation.
Figure 7: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: interior and construction details.
Figure 8: USGS map with UTM coordinates showing location of nominated property.
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Figure 1: Advertisement for a Beatty & Strang-designed speculative house from the Wisconsin
State Journal, October 10, 1937.
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Figure 2: Sketch map of Willard and Fern Tompkins House, August 2022.
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Figure 3: Floor plan and photo key, August 2022.
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Figure 4: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: west elevation.
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Figure 5: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: north and south elevations.

DRAFT

Form 10-900-a
Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section figures

Page 7

Willard and Fern Tompkins House
Monona, Dane County, WI

Figure 6: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: east elevation.
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Figure 7: Historic 1937 Beatty & Strang design plans: interior and construction details.
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Figure 8: USGS map with UTM coordinates showing location of nominated property.
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Photo 1 of 13
North elevation, camera facing southwest

Photo 2 of 13
North portion of west elevation, camera
facing north
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Photo 3 of 13
Southwest corner, camera facing northeast

Photo 4 of 13
South (left) and east (right) elevations, camera facing northwest
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Photo 5 of 13
East elevation, camera facing southwest

Photo 6 of 13
Second story sundeck and porch, camera facing southeast
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Photo 7 of 13
First floor interior, living room, camera facing southwest

Photo 8 of 13
First floor interior, dining room, camera facing southeast
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Photo 9 of 13
First floor interior, built-in living room
bookcase

Photo 10 of 13
First floor interior, built-in dining room buffet
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Photo 11 of 13
First floor interior, built-in kitchen cabinets, camera facing northeast

Photo 12 of 13
First floor interior, powder room, camera
facing north
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Photo 13 of 13
Second floor interior, typical bedroom built-in wardrobes

